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The League's next move was in the official political field.
Here it scored, by persuading a majority of the Muslim
members of the provincial legislatures, already elected on
some other platform, to join the League. In this way
the Muslim League party came to have considerable
strength in the Assemblies of the four non-Congress
provinces; though without dominating any one of them.
In all four provinces there have been coalition ministries.
That of Sindh has been unstable; there until late in 1942
the ministry was Nationalist Muslim supported by the
Congress, and the League was the most important opposi-
tion party. In Assam, Bengal, and the Punjab, the League
party became a dominant member of the coalition govern-
ment, with Leaguers as premiers in each case. In Assam,
the coalition broke up in December 1941; and as no one
party was then able to form a ministry, the constitution
was suspended. In the other two cases, the premiers were
coalitionists first and Muslim Leaguers a poor second : Fazl
al Haqq in Bengal and the late Sir Sikandar HayySt Khan in
the Punjab were refractory and'undependable supporters of
the League and its autarchical president. They did not owe
their position and power to the League; rather vice versa,
for without these two men the League's claim to represent
Muslim India would have been shakier than ever. Mr.
Jinnah had publicly to chide Mr. Fazl al Haqq12 for allowing
his anti-Hindu feelings to become tepid and suggesting a
communal settlement. Further, this premier in September
1941 resigned from the Working Committee and Council of
the League, in protest against Mr. Jinnah's dictatorial
methods. Finally in December of that year he was expel-
led from League membership. He was able, however, to
form a new ministry, and he remained premier. The Bengal
Muslim League could only fume. Similarly, in the Punjab
Sir Sikandar every once in a while would denounce Pakistan
as " nothing less than a misfortune for India "18, and fre-
quently denounced communalism and communalist leaders.
Repeatedly the Punjab premier's divergences from the
League's policy and president threatened to issue in his